
 

1921 1922 1923 1920 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 

In 1919 the Women’s 

Engineering Society was 

established to support 

women’s careers in 

engineering. This year, the 

journey begins. 

Claudia Parsons becomes one 

of the first women in 

engineering to graduate with 

an engineering qualification 

from Loughborough 

University College 

Dorothée Pullinger was 

working on the Galloway 

car specifically designed 

for women 

The Electrical Association for 

Women (EAW) established 

and women start on the 

pathway to ‘escape drudgery’ 

FOLLOW THE CABLE  

TO 1943 

The Equal Franchise Act 

1928 gives EQUAL VOTING 

RIGHTS to men and women 

for the first time 

VOTE TO TAKE 

ANOTHER TURN 

Women become 'persons' 

in their own right, by order 

of the privy council 

DO A JIG TO 

CELEBRATE 
Born: Peggy Hodges, Electrical Engineer Born: Elizabeth Laverick, Electrical Engineer Born: Gwendolen Sergant, Mechanical Engineer Died: Hertha Ayrton, first female member of the 

Institution of Engineering & Technology 

TAKE A DRIVE TO 1927 

1934 1936 

Died: Adelaide Anderson— early female 

factory inspector 

1941 1942 1943 1940 1944 1945 1946 1947 1949 

Women called back to 

service in engineering and 

technical roles 

The National Service 

Act is passed 

introducing 

conscription for women 

Died: Hilda Lyon - Aeronautical Engineer who 

developed the Lyon Shape 

YOU’RE IMPORTANT 

AGAIN! 

DO A DANCE 
Died: Muriel Glauert, Aeronautical engineer at 

the Royal Aircraft Establishment 

1948 

Women constitute 75% 

of the workforce at 

Bletchley park 

Women thanked for their 

help in the war but told 

they are no longer needed  

Waterloo Bridge opens in 

London—built by many 

women construction workers - 

and first women become 

fellows of the Royal Society 

Women given equal status 

with men at Cambridge 

University 

Pauline Gower, the pilot 

who established the 

women's branch of the Air 

Transport Auxiliary, dies 

FLY TO 1955 

YOU’RE NOT 

IMPORTANT ANY MORE! 

GO BACK TO 1925 

Women play prominent 

role as airline pilots and 

engineers in WW2 

 
1952 1950 1954 1959 1955 

British Women Pilots 

Association established.  

IT’S PAY-DAY 

HAVE ANOTHER GO 

1958 
Women in America 

encouraged to work in 

science and 

engineering. 

Mary Jackson becomes 

first black female 

engineer at NASA 

1951 1956 

Died: Rachel Parsons, first woman to study me-

chanical engineering at Cam-

1961 1962 1963 1960 1964 1965 1966 1967 1969 
Rosalind Franklin's 

colleagues awarded the 

Nobel Prize for their work 

on DNA 

Ford machinists strike for 

equal pay 

Parliamentary report 

concludes that UK women 

should teach science & 

engineering rather than 

practice it. 

Died: Francis Bradfield, wind tunnel expert 

Barbara Castle is appointed 

Minister of Transport, 

becoming first female 

Minister of State 

1968 

Dorothy Hodgkin awarded 

the Nobel Prize for her 

work on X-ray 

crystallography 

Died: Verena Holmes, mechanical engineer and in-

ventor of mechanical equipment 

1971 

Parliamentary campaign 

opens up scientific and 

technical posts to women 

in the civil service 

1973 

Died: Scotswoman Evelyn Roxburgh, the first woman 

to qualify as an electrical engineer in Scotland. 

Worked for Metropolitan Vickers and HM Factory 

Inspectorate. 

1970 

Equal Pay Act comes 

into being and women 

are legally entitled to 

the same pay for the 

same work as men 

GO STRAIGHT TO 1985 

1979 

 

Margaret Thatcher 

becomes Britain's first 

female Prime Minister—

AND SHE’S A SCIENTIST! 

1977 

YOU’RE FILLED WITH 

HOPE FOR AN EQUAL 

FUTURE 
 

HAVE ANOTHER GO 

1976 

Died: Mary Gayler—metallurgist and expert 

on dental amalgams 

1972 

Died: Lillian Gilbreth—

industrial engineer and real 

life mother of the family 

depicted in the film 

‘Cheaper By the Dozen’  

 

1981 1982 1983 1980 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Isabel Hardwich—

Electronic engineer who 

specialised in electron 

microsopy & photometry 

1919-1987 

Women in Science and 

Engineering (WISE) 

established 

IT’S PAY-DAY AGAIN 

HAVE ANOTHER GO 

Equal Pay Act (Amended) 

allows women to be paid 

the same as men for work 

of equal value 

YOU BUMP YOUR HEAD ON 

A GLASS CEILING 

 

TAKE 3 STEPS BACK 

Died: Sheila Leather - self-taught engineer who 

worked as WW2 aircraft engineer, then 

government Women Technical Officer. 

Died: Jeanie Dicks—electrical contractor who 

electrified Winchester Cathedral 

Letitia Chitty died this year - 

mathematician & engineer 

who worked on aircraft, ships 

& civil engineering structures. 

First female fellow of Royal 

Aeronautical Society. Died: Dorothee Pullinger—automobile engineer 

1992 1993 

Died: Dorothy Pile, metallurgist specialising in  

strain, corrosion cracking & surface defects 

1997 

Pam Liversidge becomes 

first female President of 

the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers 

A BIG MILESTONE. TAKE 

5 STEPS FORWARD 

1999 
A new law on parental leave 

enables both men and 

women to take up to 13 

weeks off to care for children 

IF YOU’RE A MAN,  

STAY AT HOME. MISS A GO 

1995 

Constance Tipper was a 

metallurgist who 

investigated failure in 

ships.  

1894-1995 

1990 

Beatrice Shilling was an 

aeronautical engineer 

famous for inventing a part 

for the Merlin engine 

which stopped it stalling.  

She died in this year. 

1996 

Died: Henrietta Bussell, the UK’s first female  

railway engineer 

2001 2002 2003 2000 2004 2005 2006 2007 2009 

The Equality Challenge Unity 

was set up by the Cabinet 

Office to support equality in 

Higher Education (now 

called Advance HE) 

IT’S A NEW 

MILLENIUM.  

YOU HAVE A PARTY 

AND OVERSLEEP. 

 

MISS A TURN  

2008 
Athena SWAN award 

established to encourage 

and recognise commitment 

to advancing the careers of 

women in STEM 

Sarah Buck becomes first 

female President of the 

Institution of Structural 

Engineers 

ANOTHER MILESTONE 

TAKE 4 STEPS FORWARD 

388 women complete 

engineering apprenticeships, 

3.8% of total 

There are 36 female 

Professors of physics in UK 

out of 650 in total 

 
2010 

WOW THIS IS AWESOME! 

TAKE 2 STEPS FORWARD 

Equality Act 2010 gives 

wide ranging 

protection against 

discrimination 

2014 

International Women 

in Engineering Day 

celebrated for the first 

time on 23 June 

2019 

Women’s Engineering 

Society celebrates its 

centenary 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

YOU’RE A WINNER 

 

2013 

Jenny Body becomes 

first female President 

of the Royal 

Aeronautical Society 

ANOTHER MILESTONE 

TAKE 2 STEPS FORWARD 

2015 

Naomi Climer becomes the 

first female President of 

the Institution of 

Engineering & Technology 

ANOTHER MILESTONE 

TAKE 1 STEP FORWARD 

2011 CONTINUE 

CELEBRATING 

THE EQUALITY 

ACT 2010. 

 

DO ANOTHER 

JIG, AND MISS A 

GO 

2018 

YOU FALL OFF A GLASS 

CLIFF 

 

MISS A TURN 

2012 

It’s the London 

Olympics. 

Hoorray! 

1975 

Died: Eily Keary—aeronautical engineer and first 

woman fellow of Royal Aeronautical Society 

2017 
Gender Pay Gap reporting 

becomes mandatory for 

companies over 250 em-

ployers, but shows that 

men earn 18.4% more than 

women 

RETURN TO 1968 

1974 
Jocelyn Bell-Burnell misses 

out on Nobel Prize for 

physics for her co-discovery 

of radio pulsars. 

1978 

Victoria Drummond was the 

first woman ship’s engineer 

& first member of the 

Institute of Marine 

Engineering (1894-1978) 

1998 

Claudia Parsons was an 

automobile engineer and 

long distance driver, first 

woman to circumnavigate 

the world by car. 

 

ANOTHER MILESTONE 

TAKE 3 STEPS FORWARD 

Jean Venables becomes 

first female President of 

the Institution of Civil 

Engineers 

2016 

TAKE ANOTHER TURN 

Theresa May becomes the 

second British female Prime 

Minister 

Legal reforms say that 

teachers and civil servants 

should receive equal pay 

1957 

TAKE A ROCKET TO 1991 

Died: Caroline Haslett— Director of Electrical 

Association for Women and first Secretary of Women’s 

Engineering Society 

The launch of the Sputnik 

satellite by Russia starts 

the space race 

1991 

Helen Sharman becomes 

the first Briton in Space and 

the first woman to visit the 

Mir Space Station 

Died: Daphne Jackson, medical engineer and first 

female physics Professor - founder of returners 

programme for women. 

TAKE 4 STEPS FORWARD 

GO BACK TO 1941 

Died: Cleone de Hevengham Benest or Miss C Griff—

Metallurgist, entrepreneur, motorist & suffragette 

MISS A GO 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

MOVE ON 3 

1933 

Lady Katharine Parsons 

dies. Founder of the 

Women’s Engineering 

Society and huge supporter 

of women’s role in 

engineering. 

1994 
Rising Tide report published.  

Girls Entering Tomorrow's 

Science, Engineering and 

Technology (GETSET) 

launched. Association for 

Women in Science and 

Engineering (AWISE) set up. 

The leaky pipeline 

metaphor continues 

to be relevant to 

STEM careers, and 

less than 10% of 

engineers are women 

1953 

Died: Minnie Lindsay—Scottish civil field engineer 

working in Albania 

1935 

Born: Karen Spärck Jones, Computer Scientist 

whose work is used in modern search engines 

1939 

Start of World War 2. 

Things are about to change 

dramatically.  

1937 

Born: Delia Derbyshire, Sound Engineer—

creator of Dr Who soundtrack 

1936 1931 1932 

Amelia Earhart becomes 

the first woman to fly solo 

across the Atlantic 

WOMEN ARE INSPIRED TO 

TAKE UP FLYING - CLIMB 

THE LADDER 

Bletchley Park purchased 

by UK Government for 

Code Breaking Work 

CRACK THE CODE AND 

TAKE 3 STEPS 

FORWARDS 

1930 

TAKE A FLIGHT - 

MOVE ON 4 SQUARES 

Amy Johnson becomes 

the first woman to fly 

solo from England to 

Australia 

CELEBRATE AND 

MOVE FORWARD 4 

MOVE FORWARD 12 STEPS GO BACK TO 1967 

The astrophysicist Jocelyn Bell-

Burnell co-discovers radio 

pulsars, "one of the most 

significant scientific 

achievements of the century”  

Blanche Thornycroft—naval 

engineer and 

mathematician 

1873-1950 

Year of Women in 

Engineering 

FOLLOW THE 

BALLOONS TO 

1988 

KEEP GOING, YOU’RE 

MAKING PROGRESS 

CELEBRATE & HAVE 

ANOTHER GO 

FOLLOW THE CHAIN 

Amy Johnson becomes 

youngest ever President 

of the Women’s 

Engineering Society. 
 

MOVE ON TO 1937 
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